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Hadewijch (2009)—Screening #4 in the
Series “Four Nuns and a Priest”

Though rarely defined as a genre, films about
nuns and priests have garnered great success in
various national contexts over the past century.
The series Four Nuns and a Priest will attempt
to decipher the attraction behind these men
and women of the cloth, and how they have
become the focus of desires and fears regarding
the physical and metaphysical, sexuality and
spirituality, freedom and submission.

The fourth film of the series, Bruno Dumont’s
Hadewijch (2009), follows the young novice
Sister Celine, who is released from her order
due to her extreme devotion. Choosing not to
capitalize on this freedom, Celine continues as
before, emulating the 14™ century mystic poet
Hadewijch of Antwerp, who advocated the
repression of bodily desires and an erotic
attachment to God. Through the protagonist’s
trials, Hadewijch seeks to uncover the ways by
which asceticism and violence become means
of engaging the Holy, the loss demanded by
faith, and the possibility of love and
compassion, which always lurks on the horizon.
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